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When we tell stories, 
people understand us 
best when we include 
these things: 

 

Words We Can Use 

 
Who was involved? 

I, me, you, [names], she, it, friend, 
teacher, Mom, brother, neighbor, 
man, girl, baby, animal, stranger, 
worker, student, something else 

 
What happened first? 

do/did, go/went, see/saw, tell/told, 
know/knew, think/thought, get/got, 
like/liked, have/had, say/said, 
can/could, something else   

 
What else happened? 

next, then, also, some, again, 
before, after, with, because, about, 
around, not, something else 

 
Where did this take 
place? 

here, there, home, school, inside, 
outside, far away, close, place, 
store, up, in, beside, under, town, 
state, country, planet, different, 
not, something else 

 
When did it happen? 

today, yesterday, last, day, week, 
month, year, start, time, before, 
after, around, long, short, 
remember, something else 

 
How did it feel? 

feel/felt, good, bad, best, scary, 
nice, proud, embarrassed, terrific, 
frustrated, worried, awesome, 
amazing, unusual, something else  

 


