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If we teach today’s students as we taught yesterday, we 
rob them of tomorrow. John Dewey
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Our lives are increasingly digital.
Consider that…. Image Credit: Martin Hill
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Teaching and therapy
can take a toll on us.

Connectedness helps.
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Sketchnote by Sylvia Duckworth
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Our Premise:
Technology can lead to better 
AAC outcomes & more satisfied 

AAC team members.
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Screencasts

Digital 
Notebooks

Flipped 
Videos

Interactive 
Images
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SCREENCASTS
AKA short videos of your computer 
screen (with or without narration)

Tool # 1
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Visual scene displays are a way to use photos to 
help people with autism and other communication 

difficulties express themselves. They contain 
hotspots…

Screencasting Tools

• Several available which have:

• Free and Pro (paid) versions

• Free online sharing sites

• Mac and Windows versions

• Two main (free) ones

• Screencast-O-Matic (www.screencast-o-matic.com) 

• Jing (www.techsmith.com)
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Using Jing

• Download & install the program

1. Start it from a tool bar or the ‘Sun” icon

2. Select area of the screen to capture 

• Choose video or image

3. Begin recording at the prompt

4. When finished, save or upload to Screencast.com

• Generates a unique URL that you can use to view the 

video 12
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Image captured with Jing
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You can also use it to capture still images.
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“Me??? Make a screencast?? 
Why would I do that?”
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Connect with Families

• Word of the Week

• Suggestions for reading books

• Demo of a website that they can use at home
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INTRODUCE A RESOURCE
(No Prep)
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EXPLAIN A RESOURCE
(A Teeny Bit of Prep But No Polish)

18



Oakland Schools 12/10/2016

Zangari, 2016 4

AS A REVIEW/REMINDER
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Lots of uses!

• Demonstration of strategies or tools

• Show something to administrator, therapist, 
paraprofessional, or parent

• Weekly home practice activities 

• Co-creation with students as part of the 
lesson or in therapy

• Video note that they can send to family

• Reminder 20

DIGITAL 
NOTEBOOKS

Tool # 2 Beyond the 3-ring Binder

Image Credit: K. Fleming
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My mom 
wants to 

know if there 
are some 
books that 

can help with 
this.

Sure! Tell her to go to 
my LiveBinder on my 
website. There’s a 

whole list under Social 
Detectives.
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Online 

notebooks 

(binders) and 

bookshelves
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Set up with 
Tabs & Sub-tabs

25 Can link to videos, articles, databases, 
documents, websites, etc.
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From NC Department of Public Instruction
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AAC-RELATED LIVEBINDERS

• http://bit.ly/2bcCqgd

• Also links to a tutorial
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There’s an app, too!
http://apple.co/2hfYac1

FLIPPED
VIDEOS

Tool # 3



Oakland Schools 12/10/2016

Zangari, 2016 6

Why use flipped videos?

• Expand the learning environment
• Cover more content in the course

• Deepen their understanding
• Focus more on the application of content in face-

to-face time

• Use content from around the world

• Model the use of digital tools that they can use in 
their careers post-graduation
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TedEd http://ed.ted.com
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TedEd http://ed.ted.com
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Using Ted Ed to Create Flipped Videos

• Select a YouTube video

• Add title and some introductory information

• Add your reflection points and/or questions

• Upload to Screencast.com

• Share the URL with your students for them to 
watch before class

• Build class activities based on the video

TedEd http://ed.ted.com
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http://bit.ly/TedEdFlippedVideo
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TedEd 
http://ed.ted.com
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37 38

39 40

41

Customize TED ED lessons created by 
other people

http://bit.ly/TedEdCustomize42
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INTERACTIVE 
IMAGES

Tool #4
I heard I’m getting a 
new student with a 

very rare syndrome.

Yes, that’s what I heard, too. Send me 
an email & I will reply with a link with 

resources for you to start learning 
about his disorder. 44Image Credit:

Petr Kratochvil
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ThingLink
• Make images 

interactive with 
hotspots

• Find images on the 
web

• Upload your own

• Create and send 
link

• Public or unlisted

www.thinglink.com
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ThingLink: Tag Images with Hotspots
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Explore the Core!

http://bit.ly/ThingLinkWP60

Active 
Engagement

Image Credit: Lifelong Learning in the Digital Age
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“What if I do it and it 
doesn’t work out??”
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Digital tools can help us: 
• Work smart

• Save time

• Be more thorough & consistent

• Engage our students

• Help us connect with families
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Thank You!
zangaric@gmail.com

www.PrAACticalAAC.org


