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AAC Vocabulary Organization Decision Tree: 

Considerations for Initial Setup of Comprehensive AAC System 



Vocabulary Organization Systems Available on Dynamic Display Speech Generating Devices 
Exceptionally well-developed feature in system 

Device Generative Language Components Social Messaging Components 

Core Words 
(single 
meaning 
pictures) 

Semantic 
Compaction 
(multi-
meaning 
icons) 

Keyboard Word 
Prediction 

Categorical 
Word List 
(Dictionary) 

Context-
Based 
Pages 
(Grid 
Format) 

Context-
Based Pages 
(Scene Based 
Pages) 

Readily 
Accessible 
Social 
Management 
Messages 

General Social 
Pages 
(comment, 
needs, info 
sharing,  social) 

Saltillo 
and 
Prentke 
Romich 

NovaChat 
Series (5, 
7, 10) 

Yes on some 
vocab files; 
WordPower 
available 

Not available Yes on 
some 
vocab 
files 

Yes (option) Yes on some 
vocab files 

Activity 
Based 
pages 

Yes, basic, 
can be 
programmed 

On most 
vocab files 
requires >1 
page link 

Yes, location 
varies on vocab 
files 

Accent 
Series 
(800, 1000, 
1200) 

Yes, and 
WordPower 
available 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Activity-
Based 
Pages 

Some 
teaching 
scenes 
available, 
included 
templates for 
development 

Yes- in Activity 
Row or 
Sentences 

Yes- activity 
row “quick 
hits,” “yes/no” 
“greetings” 
“repairs” and 
on main page 
“interjections” 

Essence 
Software 
on PRC 
devices 

Text Based, 
core words 

Not available YES Yes YES (Choose 
Spelling + 
Phrases 
Keyboard) 

Yes, Pages 
for 
Situations 

Some photo 
album scene 
pages 

Yes Yes 

Tobii 
Dynavox 

M8 Word Power, 
LiterAACy 

Not 
Available 

Yes Yes Yes Yes 
(SonoFlex) 

Yes 
(SonoPrimo) 

LiterAACy 
Quick 
Comments 

Yes, location 
varies on 
pagesets 

I-12; I-15 
(EyeGaze) 

Word Power, 
LiterAACy 

Not available Yes Yes Yes Yes (basic) Yes 
(SonoPrimo) 

LiterAACy 
Quick 
Comments 

Yes,  location 
varies on 
pagesets 

EyeMax, 
Maestro 

Gateway, 
WordPower, 
Core 

Not available Yes Yes My Words, 
Gateway 
Things 

Yes InterAACt 
scenes 

Quickfires, 
Quickwords 

My Phrases 

T10/T15 
(Compass) 

Gateway, 
WordPower, 
Core 

Not 
Available 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Toolbar: 
Quickfires 

Toolbar: 
Quick Phrases; 
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